The Design and Implementation of lafferl

Sat, 31 May 2003
8:08 AM

Testing Journal Service
Test

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Confused
Music: Jewel - 0304

2:55 PM

Yes, this site works
| am so happy. This site is working as expected, finally!

| still have some serious bugs to work out, like the fact that | am using java.

Oh and hypens do not work. :(

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Happy
Music:

Sun, 1 Jun 2003
8:05 PM

working on the this site again
| am playing the new wolfenstein game and programming in between levels. :)

Its worked rather well so far.

| am trying to get single guotes to work and some basic validation on the update journal form.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Happy

Music: RTCW theme

Mon, 2 Jun 2003
1:44 PM

RTCWET
The new gamerocks. | played it all night!

Security: Public



Location: Home
Mood: Happy
Music:

1:51 PM

JJ
Ny

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Happy
Music:

1:51 PM

JJ: Take 2
I'm working on a new patch for jj to allow singleticks. Letshomeit works! (single quotes)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Happy
Music:

Tue, 3 Jun 2003
9:50 PM

Got my copy of Jewel's new album "0304" today!
I'm happy. | got my copy of the album today. | like the first few tracks quite well. The official site is
introducing a premium content service for 35 bucks a year. That sounds good.

It looks like they are going to windows media format though. :(

Security: Public

Location: Home

Mood: Happy

Music: Run 2 Me - Jewel - 0304

Thu, 5 Jun 2003
10:49 AM

Things I'm working on

Well | was rather busy yesterday. | did manage to add a second fan to my compag. | think i fixed the over
heating problem. It feels frickin cold now. | had to really hack the case and remove the face plate to even
get the fan mounted in the front. The computer is quieter because the other fans are not working so hard
most of the time.

As for the journal service, | just added a known bug list. | also started working on friends pages last night. |
have most of the code written for profiles (well the viewer). My big problem is setting up sessions and
authenticating... once i have that down i can add the security stuff and so on. | won't have friends groups



right away, but | will have friends at least. You will be able to view others journal entries and set security
that way.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Awake
Music:

10:49 AM

Caryn
Just talked to caryn on the phone a little bit ago. She has an interview today at 3pm. :)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Awake
Music:

Sat, 7 Jun 2003
10:33 AM

jj update
| just upgraded the update journal servlet and the users servlet. Hope this works good. :)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Sun, 8 Jun 2003
9:02 PM

rtcw et
| just got disconnected from the server i was on. What apain in the ass. The level was ailmost over.. now the server is
Ilgonell .

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Angry
Music:

9:03 PM

KVCC screwed me
| was awarded a liberal arts degree instead of a CS degree. Now that just sucks! I'm going to call them
tomorrow to see what the deal is. From my understanding, i was supposed to have my major listed at least.



Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Angry
Music:

9:04 PM

jewel download card crap
i still haven't been able to download the custom content promised to me if i pre ordered the damn cd. what
is up with that.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Angry
Music:

9:07 PM

Cheri and Carol visited today
My aunt visited today. We went out to lunch (inclusive caryn) at olive garden. Other than that, not much
happened today aside from my previous postings. The kvcc stuff i found out by logging into the system.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Annoyed
Music:

9:13 PM

mysql backup
i figured out how to backup mysql last week. Now | am doing just that.

| want to try to keep at least a weekly backup going on. | will automate it once i prove it works correctly.
| will need to setup a cron job for it.

Apache is a version behind, but the vulnerability does not affect me the way i compiled it. 1 won't dick with
it.. it takes to long to get mod jk to work. just journal would be down during that tme.

Caryn added several moods | see. Very good. :)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Wed, 11 Jun 2003



11:39 AM

Messing with my journal
just playing around.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

9:51 PM

)

I'm working on a win 2k server right now. Hopefully | can get it ready over the next few days. Its been a
few years since | administered a windows server. The last one was for Rob. Ironically, | have a similar
setup on this one. Imail Express, SQL, MS DNS, and IIS are installed. | plan on running secondary dns on
my freebsd server for this box. Its not my server though.

I am happy with freebsd for the time being. | do wish java 1.4 was finished and another webserver product
was available that | liked. Apache 2 is nice, but | don't like the fact that everything is modular.. i think it
should have some scripting language builtin.. for administration purposes and performance... i have mine
so hacked up with php, perl and java crap its not funny. | almost like the Sun One webserver, but the only
affordable way to get that is to buy a Sun fire v100 or v120 server. | was rather disappointed when i found
out that jetty uses the tomcat engine anyway.. it defeated the purpose of using it for me. Jigsaw looks
promising but its a pain to configure. Tomcat does not have enough features to run standalone.. i've
thought about it seriously though. If | get over my problems understanding java.. maybe i can write my own
webserver someday. That would be great! My first objective for the time being is to either use tapestry or
use some of the code in tapestry or write code to deal with the servlet api in a nicer manner. | hate it.
Session state is DUMB. My problem is with integer data types.. i wish i could take a java class or
somethng.. dont have the money.

JustJournal is working, but it is infantile compared to my .NET code or even my vb 6 code.

Security: Public

Location: Home

Mood: Tired

Music: Serve the Ego - Jewel - Remix

Thu, 12 Jun 2003
4:11 PM

Jewel JK
| just subscribed to the jewel unedited content. Hopefully | will like it since | paid for a year. :)

| really like the new album though.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished



Music:

Fri, 13 Jun 2003
11:18 PM

FoolishGames.com
| just did some changes on foolishgames.com. Anyone who visits my site regularly will notice some of them
right away. 3)

JustJournal looks ugly to me now... i'll do something about that soon too | hope.

Security: Public

Location: Home

Mood: Tired

Music: Live - Selling the drama

Wed, 18 Jun 2003
7:08 PM

Music Purchases and other stuff
| bought some train and fleetwood mac tracks on the apple music store. Very kewl.

I've been listening to 0304 quite a bit. Its almost as neat as Pieces of You. | like it better than spirit.

I have been working a lot... i setup a Windows 2000 server for work. Its got iMail, SQL and IIS on it. Damn
Imail. | picked it because rob used to have good luck with it. | think I like sendmail better. It is good for a
windows solution though.. i am using the free version... 1 domain limit.

Someone impersonated the Microsoft security contact and sent everyone a fake email from mexico. |
forwarded it to the microsoft guy.. mike howard.. he replied and said "funny you should mention it, i got a
copy too!" | found that rather funny.

I just renewed my adsl contract with SBC. They are upgrading my bandwidth to 1.5mb downstream on the
25th.

| toasted my freebsd install on my compagq. | tried to upgrade to 5.0 release from 4.8 stable. Big mistake..
it fucked the file system.. including getty... (tty as in terminal). | am downloading 5.1 release isos right now.

I guess | can't upgrade my freebsd server remotely then. That sucks. No security problems with 4.8
release right now, but still.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music: John Denver - Take me home, country roads



8:46 PM

Testing Journal Feature
Does this feature work?

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Anxious
Music:

Thu, 19 Jun 2003
6:50 PM

PowerMac is better!
http://developer.apple.com/hardware/ve/acgresearch.html

Note the kewl document showing intel chip slower than dirt. :)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music:

Sat, 21 Jun 2003
8:58 AM

ii
I just finished fixing a few bugs. | have the friends viewer working, just trying to figure out how to let users
access it and add friends.

For an example,
http://www.justjournal.com/users/lafferl/friends

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

2:09 PM

kewl mysqgl admin app
| just found the best Mysqgl admin program ever... its even better than php my admin.

Its called mysqgl 4x manager and its a Mac OS X exclusive app. | love it. | think | will buy a copy when |

can.. its only 50 bucks. They have another product that works with ms sql, oracle, sybase and db2 as well.

It took me a minute to set it up where i could use it. See | don't allow connections to my database from the
outside (only loopback) for security reasons. | got clever and setup a SSH tunnel to my server bound to the



loopback on that end and this end. Worked like a charm.. plus everything | do is encrypted that way. Ifi
could get the tunnel to stay up without timing out, i would do that for email also. I'd love it for ftp too. Come
to think of it.. i should be able to do it for ftp . | think | tried once and had trouble with the data returning.. i'll
think about it some more.

Oh and in case anyone is wondering | am working on JustJournal.com this weekend. | plan on having the
friends system and basic preferences up by next weekend at the latest. Then I will work on comments and
private entries.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Anxious
Music:

Sun, 22 Jun 2003
10:19 AM

Security feature partially working
| finally got the backend setup for the new security system.. very similar to live journal.. you have public
private and friends. | do not allow custom groups at this time. That would really complicate things.

The friends pages are almost working too. Actually it does work, just not for anyone but me. | have the
code ready except for the administration part. End users can't add or delete friends yet. Basically | have to
write two servlets to do it. The preferences interface was added yesterday.. i plan on getting it done aside
from the posting servlets and then adding them later (other than friends which are a priority).

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

10:24 AM

RTCW: ET
I've been play ET so much that my hand is starting to hurt when i use home row on the keyboard. asdf are essentia
keys during my play time. After two games| feel like i'm going to lose my hand.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Awake
Music:

Tue, 24 Jun 2003
10:09 PM

The last few days
| have been so tired lately. | don't know why.. i will sleep for 10-11 hours and wake up exhausted.

I have been reviewing my MSDN subscription content lately. I've also been rather busy with work. | did



take today off though.. partially by choice. SBC had an issue upgrading my DSL line today. | was down
until 6pm. Now | have 1.5 mb download and an unknown upload rate... It isn't fast enough to be 256 but |
think its supposed to be. It feels like 192 really.

| was on the phone all day with their technical support department until | could prove that it wasn't me. The
last tech was very nice and finally escalated it.

| just noticed a rendering bug in safari. | will report it to apple but i doubt they will fix it. (1.0 was released
yesterday)

Apple's new g5 chip means they make the fastest personal computers.. and they are 64 bit! Eat that AMD
and intel.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

10:09 PM

My latest project...
In addition to Just Journal and my .NET charting component, | have just started another programming
project.

My interest in .NET has faded a bit after administering a Windows web server again. Its not worth it.

On to my new project. Itis a Web Server written in Java. | have been looking over source code for several
months on Tomcat, Jigsaw, and Jetty. Some of it is way over my head, but | got some ideas. | had all but
given up on the project, when | found some source on java.sun.com from 1997. Itis a VERY basic web
server consisting of 2 classes and one interface. Based on this code, | decided to try my hand at a
webserver. Everyone who knows me well should know i've always wanted to write a web browser. My
recent reading has suggested that a web server is simplier.. so i decided to go for it.

Many of you probably think i'm nuts. How can luke write a web server?

Well remember, | started wtih working code. After making a few changes including converting the code to
seperate files in a package, and tweaking the output a bit along with some subtle improvements to get rid of
deprecated functions, i now have the webserver spitting out 1.8 pages per second. | ran a Microsoft stress
test on a static file and received those results. It is a threaded server with 5 worker threads. | think i can
get more out of it by increasing threads by a few and streamlining the Worker class a bit. | want to change
the way it handles files.. for one i think the headers should be generated in a seperate method..

the current model does this...
start server.. binds to port.

reads config file (terrible setup now)
starts some worker threads in a for loop



listens for requests
Then each worker thread handling a request does the following...

tries to access file on file system....
spits out a bad header after reviewing a hash map of the possible content types (is the file a png, html, etc)

| added several content types to the file as well. xml and png were among them.
The server spits out the bytes to the client.
That is about it.

I will continue to work on JJ though.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

Sat, 28 Jun 2003
10:04 AM

CuteFTP Pro and CuteZip
| just took advantage of an upgrade offer for 10 bucks.. i upgraded cuteftp to cuteftp pro and got a free copy
of cutezip. | uninstalled winzip after i found out cutezip supports rar and ace files.

| think that is the first utility windows software | have bought since | got my mac. (hot counting norton a/v)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Awake
Music:

Sun, 29 Jun 2003
8:45 PM

DOH
| just deleted my entry i was writing in |E.

| used a gui program in windows to draw a floor plan today for money.

| also commented on working on this website.

The interesting part was about a vb program | wrote in .NET. It retrieves orders from a database and prints
them, with no visible forms.. only 2 icons in the taskbar (actually notification bar by clock). One shows the

program is loaded and the other only displays when its retriving records or formatting them. The text
updates for the icon.



I do all of it in memory without temp files using a string buffer that | put in a reader so the printer controls
can treat it like a text file. | thought it was slick since I'm not a gui programmer.

Only drawback to the program is that it must stay in memory to print new orders.. and its 8mb in ram (it is a
.net program)

It has an internal timer thats set for 30 minutes and | hacked it so it doesn't max out the cpu while its
running.. | run an infinite while loop with a sleep 1000 statement... basically the thread sleeps every second
in the loop. On my machine i see 3 percent spikes and on the clients (non debug mode) i see zero.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

8:54 PM

JJ

Based on my last post | just had an idea.. when i get around to writing the windows client for this site.. i will
use VB.net and setup a notification icon that changes to a flag or something like netscape used to do when
a friend posts new entries. | can also allow quick posts. that would be kewl.

Wish | could do that on the mac...

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Sun, 6 Jul 2003
11:20 AM

test public
testing public

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accepted
Music:

Wed, 9 Jul 2003
3:16 PM

Midnight Web Server (my webserver software)

| got a few new features working today on my webserver. First, | have enabled the ability to bind to a
specific ip address instead of all of them on the box. | also cleaned up the formatting of the directory
listings a bit. I'm about to test that now.



| also upgraded all the methods that were deprecated in earlier versions of java. The server is how
designed for java 1.4.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

9:34 PM

Midnight Web Server Update

| finished working on the webserver for tonight.. i spent almost the entire day on it. | have a logging system
designed and half coded to replace the cheesy println stuff in there now. Right now it only logs the client ip,
date/time (in java format), and the INTERNAL uri that the file was requested on. (another words the path to
the files on the physical file system and not the virtual root).

The code i wrote tonight isn't quite right, but its a start. Basically | am trying to create an object factory to
make loggers.. the idea is to support multiple logging formats in an OO style. Until recently, | didn't even
know for sure what an object factory did (other than the obvious).

If anyone is following me so far, the reason | am going to so much trouble is the fact that | want to support a
large number of websites eventually.. like say 500+. For 50 sites, it would make sense to have a seperate
log going for each one.. by using the factory | can do this. Now 500, that would be plain stupid.. most large
hosting companies create one long and then parse it to seperate the different customers. | will probably
create a special class to log large sites eventually. Maybe i could even create a utility program with the
distro to seperate them?

On another front, | want to create a class for the http headers.. the current system is fast, but very
confusing... also | have to repeat code in a number of places.. its not OO at all.

I am thinking about creating an object cache in the server like Jigsaw has (well sort of). It caches
documents in memory for the entire website.. my plan is to simply cache recent documents or documents
that are frequently accessed (user configurable).

| also need to add CGI capabilities.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

9:43 PM

Other stuff
| will be attending an orientation with caryn on friday for WMU. [I'll get my student id, etc on that day.

I plan on implementing some new stuff on JJ this weekend too. Hopefully I'll get the comments done.. i've



been rethinking my original idea.. but i think | will just go with it and come up with a better system later.
I need to think from a NON database point of view on this one.

| also need to lookup how to handle time zones.. JJ shows up with Pacific time and my webserver is using
EST on my mac. Webservers must use UTC time for logging and timestamps on files. Since both projects
need the code, | will probably bump up the priority.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

Sat, 12 Jul 2003
10:13 AM

Orientation
The orientation at WMU went ok. It was an orientation though.. that means it was a bit boring. | figured out where
most things are. | have everything but my parking permit taken care of.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

10:13 AM

i

I've been working very hard on JJ lately. In fact, | almost have RSS ready. The code is done, | am just
having trouble integrating it into the display servlet (users). | only designed it for html which was stupid. |
should be able to refit it soon.

| upgraded the mysql driver today too. Now | am running 3.08 instead of 2.0. Supposedly it is much faster.
I noticed small queries are quicker but the users servlet seems slower to me.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Thu, 17 Jul 2003
8:36 PM

Good day..
Caryn and | got an early dinner at jimmy johns.. good sandwiches.

We hung out with tim and his wife (caryn works with tim). That went pretty well.

| didn't do anything today lol. No work. It was a nice break.



| just published a new version of JJ. It seems much faster. Don't know if there are any bugs yet.. although
rss doesn't seem to work. (i'm guessing there is some kind of exception there)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Happy
Music:

Sun, 20 Jul 2003
9:32 AM

Mac OS X died
| was "tweaking” mac os x and killed it. It figures.

Jaguar is reinstalling now. | can't work on jj until my mac is up. It does give me the urge to start backing up
things.. this is my forth windows install too. (3rd in last two weeks).

Whats going on with my computers lately?

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Annoyed
Music:

Mon, 28 Jul 2003
6:28 PM

ahhggg
Caryn's car is a pain sometimes. | really wish we could replace it. (engine rebuild.. woo hoo)

I got some work done on .NET earlier.. still haven't had time to work on either java project. My webserver is
coming along though. | have the config file stuff about half done now. | also have several things seperated
from the main class now. | haven't noticed a large performance hit either. It handles more requests than
the microsoft web stress tool can give out from my pc to my mac. Memory usage is a joke too. The
program doesn't even use a meg as far as i can tell. | figured out the threading system too. Its pretty
clever really. My plan is to seperate the request and response into seperate objects after the config system
is done. | will also add code to handle named hosting (multiple domains one ip) and multi ip hosting.

The last step will be to add POST support. (it only does get requests now)
| will release a public alpha at that point (well maybe before)
| plan on using it to host the downloads on foolishgames.com first. That will be a good test of its speed. |

plan on adding a servlet like interface too. CGl also. Well ok it won't be that much like servlets.. it will be
easier to code.



Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Awake
Music:

Fri, 1 Aug 2003
9:09 AM

KVCC sucks
| graduated in May and | still haven't received my diploma. | called them earlier and they said it will be 2
weeks before they MAIL THEM. Come on.

| start western on the 29th.

My webserver is coming along nicely. | ran it last night on foolishgames.com on a different port. It was
almost as fast as Apache. | downloaded a 40MB file at 129 Kbps. I'd get around that through apache 2..
dsl is great.

| did pull 150 Kbps once from my site, but their connectivity sucks lately.
Caryn might have another programmer lined up to help with JJ. That would be really great.

Caryn got her replacement power supply today. Apple offered a replacement for 20 dollars including fan
and power supply to make the PowerMac quieter. The system runs fine, but sounded like a wind tunnel.
The new power supply is a 350 watt instead of 400 and the fan is variable speed.

In order to ship G4 systems on time, apple went with a different vendor that sucked. 20 bucks isn't bad and
a new power supply after 7 months doesn't hurt anything either!

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Awake
Music:

Thu, 14 Aug 2003
9:49 PM

Whatever

| decided to post a journal entry tonight. Its been some time since my last post. My imac locked up using
project builder and running my webserver. Granted | had itunes, ternminal.app, and safari open too. I'm
not sure if it was my webserver or not. The code is drastically different from the version i was running as |
am refactoring a good chunk of it right now. Hopefully i will get it worked out.

On the site front, | haven't done anything with jj lately. My java IDE expired and | don't have the money to
buy it right now. It saved me hours of work though so its a priority after i get college and caryn's stuff
worked out. I'll have to setup a new environment before i continue development.. that might mean going
back to the old way of sshing into the server and working on it on there.



So far so good about the worm. My desktop was patched, antivirus updated, and my firewall is up. |
should be ok for now.

Only my pc is exploitable as mac's are very safe from microsoft dcom. :)

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

Tue, 19 Aug 2003
11:42 AM

firewall
I'm having a heck of a time configuring the firewall for this box. | locked out dns on my first attempt
(lookups to the outside, inbound worked).

I've got the TCP rules in place, but UDP is a pain. | need to set down and figure out all the rules. Theni
will need to reorder them after i see what rules get hit.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Annoyed
Music:

11:44 AM

Worm and Microsoft Update feature!
That internet worm was interesting. | looked at the analasis done by several people on bugtrag. Very
interesting work.

Microsoft is planning on enabling automatic update in the next release of windows. It will force upgrade
your box and if you disable it, your warrenty will be void. (meaning support options)

Whats worse is they might roll it out for XP in the next service pack. Mine is setup to download updates
and notify me. That way if my box crashes, | know it was the update. | can use a restore point and not
apply the patch again.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Annoyed
Music:

11:48 AM

foolishgames.com



| just added content feeds to foolish games. RSS content is now available for all the jewel news. :)

Most of the people using my site won't even know what it is.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Mon, 25 Aug 2003
12:09 AM

Just Journal and MySq|
| just tweaked some of the tables on jj by converting them to Inno DB. It was much easier than | thought. |
will check the memory setting later and verify they are set properly.

So far so good. |did do a backup of that table before doing it. | will change the articles table on
foolishgames.com as well if i like the benefits.

I'm planning on writing a script to do backups soon. | want to automate the process. (better yet bring the
database down once a month and do a binary backup) Of course, i would have down time with jj if i did
that. | will probably end up doing that every three months and doing regular mysqgldump procedures
otherwise. (on a side note, mysqgldump is not working right since i ugraded to 4.1.0 alpha)

My webserver project hit a snag.. its called threading hell. My first version had flawless threading, then i
switched to someone else's code base and his sucked. Now | am trying to refactor the code to use a new
system i devised. I'm getting permission errors like crazy on the threads. | think i figured it out though.

Here's my thoughts:

my pooling system needs to start 10 threads (probably less in future.. maybe 6 like apache?) using a class
that extends thread. Next i need to make an object pool of tasks i want run on the thread that implements
runnable? The threads get notified using notify or notify all, one wakes up to clean the pool?

I'd rather hand off the socket to another thread and process that but i don't see how that woudl be done. Ifi
get this figured out, i want to create a seperate logging manager with several threads to handle logging,
plus run some type of status system, signal system on seperate threads. (this thing will almost need a
second processor at this rate huh? )

I love the idea of getting status information on all the active threads like apache 2's controller does with
lynx.

All well.. maybe i'll get this figured out someday.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Bewildered
Music:



12:18 AM

Give us a week will take off the weight...
That was aterrible jingle, but it fits my mindset about going back to college.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accepted
Music:

10:23 PM

i
| finally added the template system. It certainly took long enough.. only 3 hours of work too. I'm half way through
the overrides aswell. | have afew other suprises planned for this site soon.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Not Specified
Music:

Thu, 28 Aug 2003
11:07 AM

Jj experimentation
I'm playing around with a connection pool right now. | want to make sure its reliable. If so, | can remove a
lot of database code from the site. In fact, i can drop an interface.

This site is setup like crap internally.. i'm still learning java. Its getting better though.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

11:09 AM

WMU
My first class is tomorrow... its discrete. (thats computer math btw)

I'm a bit nervous, but at least my class isn't till L pm. I'm not used to getting up early. Today | woke up at
10:30am.

Security: Public
Location: Home

Mood: Tired

Music: Dido - Thank You



Sat, 6 Sep 2003
10:08 AM

pOf
pOf is a program that analyzes incoming ip traffic and tells you important information about the request
including an OS fingerprint.

Its quite neat. | have it installed on the freebsd server and my windows xp box here. It uses the bpfin
freebsd to read the inbound traffic. It does not make a connection to the host, but rather uses the
information available from the packets the host sends.

Basically its like running nmap -sS -O on a host except you don't know the ports they have open.
I don't think i will leave pOf up all the time, but it might be nice to have if i think i'm under attack.
For example, here is the output from some guy infected with one of those worms:

216.94.201.209:2686 - Windows 2000 SP4, XP SP1 (2)
->216.93.162.119:135 (distance 9, link: ethernet/modem)
216.94.201.209:2688 - Windows 2000 SP4, XP SP1 (2)
->216.93.162.120:135 (distance 10, link: ethernet/modem)
216.94.201.209:2686 - Windows 2000 SP4, XP SP1 (2)
->216.93.162.119:135 (distance 9, link: ethernet/modem)

Here is an example of output from my macintosh:

64.109.110.62:49500 - FreeBSD 4.8-5.1 (or MacOS X 10.2-10.3) (up: 5375 hrs)
->216.93.162.119:80 (distance 16, link: sometimes DSL (4))

Of course its wrong on the uptime.. i booted the mac up 4 hours ago.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music:

10:14 AM

FreeBSD 4.9 pre release
| upgraded the server today to 4.9 prl. So far, so good. The kernel is larger but its very peppy. SSH is
much more responsive, and compiling seems quick too.

I have the firewall up, but the config got screwed up. Its only blocking limited traffic right now. | want to

setup a script to restore my settings if this happens again. | want the firewall just as an extra precautionary
measure. | feel the services offered are up to date other than tomcat. There aren't any big security issues
with my tomcat install that i'm aware of.. so that means we are good to go. | will upgrade tomcat to release



4.1.27 plus patch today if i get time. 5.x is still to new..

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music: U2 - Please - Where the streets have no name

10:20 AM

ipod
Caryn is waiting on her new ipod. Her mom ordered an ipod for her birthday..

| got her the fm transmitter for her car. | tested it out with my cd player the other day. Its very kewl. It must
be right next to the antenna though.. i also had to turn up the volume more than it suggested.

The ipod is coming next week i think. Its customized. | think its the 30 gig model too!

I've been looking at handheld devices. | want to get something i can surf with on the campus 802.11b
network. Since i can't get a laptop, i was looking at pocketpc's. The palm units are missing several
features i want even though they're mac compatible. Plus caryn's handspring doesn't even work in OSX.
With 10.3 coming out, i'm not counting on OS support anyway. | can get third party mac sync software if i
want it.

| found a unit for 300 bucks that has integrated 802.11b support, 64mb ram, and an intel 400mhz cpu.. only
problem is it has pocketpc 2002 instead of 2003. It comes with pocket everything though plus outlook
2002. i can get an ac adapter with it and plug in during class (2 classes have ports built in to the desk for
each student) ac and ethernet. The rooms will be wired at the new campus for wireless in the next 3
weeks at western.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music:

10:26 AM

Domain renewal
i just renewed foolishgames.com for five years asit was up at the end of the month. 1'm so tired of renewing every
year.. it was 66 dollarsfor 5 years.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music: U2 - please - with or without you

Sun, 7 Sep 2003
5:00 PM

Fun security stuff



| beefed up security on the server today. | now have daily antivirus updates, plus a new trojan scanner. In
addition, i fixed the problems with my firewall setup.. although i don't allow icmp for now. | also found a way
to save the state of the firewall setup finally. | can load it in manually now and will setup an automated
loader in my rc.firewall file later.

Some of you might not know what an rc.firewall file is.. lol.

OH AND ROB | AM NOT RUNNING WINDOWS ON THE SERVER.
See pOf caught traffic from an ip matching s2z.com.. interesting eh?
The traffic was aimed at microsoft networking ports.. you know 135-139.
I'm actually looking into snort now.. its an IDS.

I've been running tripwire for months already.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Not Specified
Music:

5:28 PM

jj patch
| just fixed a bug with RSS content.. i forgot to fix the ampersand issue. Now if i could only port foolishgames.com to
javatofix it there...

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accepted
Music:

Tue, 9 Sep 2003
12:16 AM

this and that
| finally figured out the PERT/critical path analasis stuff in my discrete book. | feel dumb now. It just
clicked...

I'm getting the same answers as the book now.. i had trouble understanding the books diagrams.. mine
were fine.

Doing laundry how fun...

Today is our wedding anniversary. Its been 3 years today. Caryn should get home in a few hours.. then
we are off to dinner.



| had a lab today in ece today.. ewe. Circuit design stuff is so dull to me. lIts like shitty programming, aka
Perl. 1think i need to allocate more time to that class now. | wish i could malloc my brain sometimes!
Wouldn't it be nice to store school crap in an easy to search array.. just allocate more and put a pointer to it
for each class your taking.. just a thought.

btw malloc is a function (or macro?) that allocates memory in C "dynamically." For example, lets say you
have 200 characters you want to store for some reason.. say an address field on a form, you could simply
do this.. malloc( 200 * sizeof(char) ). That would allocate 200 bytes of ram to your storage area. You can
then address it similar to an array. You must use the sizeof part because everything is a different size..
integers, characters, floating point numbers, etc. Not everything uses only one byte. In fact, if it was
unicode it would use two!

Back to work...

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Thu, 11 Sep 2003
12:06 AM

fixed pasv mode ftp

i finally fixed passive mode ftp. | haven't been able to use it since i installed the firewall on the server.
Turns out that there is a valid range of ports that pasv uses. Shitty ftp servers use all of them above 1024,
but only 49152-65534 can be used according to the registration with IANA.

| added a rule to allow this traffic. | am not sure if i need to tighten it or not.. we shall see. | decided to allow
inbound and outbound on those ports. Nothing runs that high anyway unless someone were able to
compromise the box and start a process on one of those ports. It really sucks that i have to leave them
open. Theoretically though if someone could run an app as root they could do the same thing on the ftp
data ports cause its usually not bound unless in use.

Of course, unpriveledged users can run stuff on ports above 1024.

Most server programs on my box don't run as root anyway. For example, apache, mysqgl, and bind do NOT
run as root. They give up privledges and run as unique users. | don't pull a fred and run everything as
nobody... that would be foolish. If i get time soon, i'm going to chroot most of that stuff anyway. Sendmail,
imap, and ftp i can't do anything about (unless i changed products). | could chroot the ftp space, but then
apache would still need to access it. Maybe i could do a double chroot??? ftp inside of apache? ftp is
more likely to get hit anyway. I'll think that over. | need to change the filesystem layout for all the web crap
soon anyway.. i could make it a lot more secure than it is... its just a lot more work when i deploy.

Rob used to leave everybody permissions in NT. Now that was funny. He was just too lazy to figure out
what files needed. Hell authenicated users would have been slightly safer.. but that was a 2k thing | think.
Maybe that permissions upgrade thing for NT4 did it to? its been to long.



Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music:

12:16 AM

jj fix

| corrected the issue with comments today. Stupid thing was crashing cause i forgot to upload a new copy of
addcomments.class... lol. Thatsajavafile for those of you who are programming illiterate. Y ou know i really need a
spell checker on thisthing.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music:

12:18 AM

CS111 Lab and Linux

| had to use Redhat 9 today. | was rather suprised. The gui was very nice.. i liked it better than XP
actually. It reminded me of a shitty version of Mac OS X! | think it was the workstation version which costs
150 per seat. What a pain in the ass.. microsoft type pricing.

Redhat is the microsoft of the linux world!

I must say though that it impressed me, and if they get the speed issues fixed it would be a good pc os,
second to Mac OS X. | think FreeBSD will catch up though.

Redhat did have a nicer gui than Sun and SGI though. Nice improvement. It looks like they are using
some of the KDE stuff, but i'm not positive on that. | suspect an opengl accelerated driver would make it
rock. Well if linux can do that like freebsd, it would.

At least linux would support my fucking sound card. FreeBSD does not! (its an audigy)

If i didn't have requirements for .NET, i'd probably switch to linux with wine actually. | could play enemy
territory on linux.

| think i'd prefere a new Macintosh with virtual pc though. (no ET, but i'd have a new Mac to game on) I'd
like to get a powerbook with 10.3 panther on it. Wireless of course!

Anyway the lab went fine, aside from being a bit bored. | connected to my server with ssh and surfed with
lynx. )

Lynx actually supports iframe, and image maps btw. (seperate link)

I'm such a Unix geek lol!



Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Not Specified
Music:

Sun, 14 Sep 2003
10:19 AM

Linux, IRC, ET and other stuff

Last night, | installed Redhat 9 on my pc. (dual boot w/ xp) It took over my pc network.. the port turned off
on my router. Very odd. Anyway, linux is working suprisingly well consider its linux. The audigy and
radeon 9000 were detected right away. | got enemy territory working on it quite nice.. its fast!

I am trying to find an IRC client for my mac. | used to like mIRC quite a bit, but of course thats windows
based. | tried the OSX reincarnation of ircle but i hate it. | used to use it at USOL on OS 8.1. All well. |
also tried an app written in real basic but it locked up on the channel listing on Undernet. (thats a good test
btw)

Now, | am compiling BitchX on my mac. THe configure script takes a while!

I'm also happy to report that dippy scans of my server have declined after | did some "research” on the
attackers system. Here is a tip.. its NOT LINUX OR WINDOWS. Don't be stupid people!

| hate windows servers. THey suck. I'm a BSD person now. Everyone get over it!

I do administer a windows server, but | don't like it. My website IS NOT ON IT.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Amused
Music: Jewel - Fragile Heart

Mon, 15 Sep 2003
6:38 AM

calendar
| finally got the calendar code working on this site last night. Woo HOO!

Its only taken me how many months? that link has been sitting there for so long.

Development time in java is much slower than microsoft technologies, but much faster once its up. This
site is flying.

I plan on switching over to a more OO design soon which means major code reuse. For example, the
friends, entries and calendar day views all use similar code to display journal entries.. those can be
consolidated. | just havent' had the time.



I'm working on a gui component design that uses beans with special rendering methods. The calendar
year view was the first code to take advantage of my ideas. | learned a lot from that experience. Its quite
peppy cosidering its several objects.. in fact its an arraylist of several objects. (thats not a regular array
btw)

| plan on implementing a new system soon to fix all the shortcommings in this design. | want this site ready
for a community by 2004. We shall see. If not, at least i have an awesome private journal site.

Movable type sucks.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Not Specified
Music:

6:57 PM

AHHHH
| hate ece250.. digital logic. I'm taking a break from it.. i feel dumber after trying to do it. it sucks.

| find myself logged into redhat linux. | think | might try to get this on my mom's computer so she can't get
windows spyware anymore. I'm tired of that crap. She could use linux.. well at least as well as windows
me.

my fucking ece class is getting on my nerves. This damn circuit design stuff is NOT ME. What a pain in
the ass. Its like this.. he gives us a list of circuits diagrams and ICCs. We are supposed to know what an
AND4 is and how to build one with a NAND4 + an inverter.. hell i didn't know what an inverter was last
week.

Sure it sounds easy, but figure this out.. there are 3 inputs to a 4 input device.. plus either ground or VCC.
Now how do i build an AND3 ? | have no idea. It just sucks.

Once i get through drawing these things i have to figure out the boolean logic to them and then simplify it
and draw/design another series of compatible circuits. Mind you this is for PRE LAB. Come on.. now each
of these on seperate problems for homework would not piss me off, but if i didn't do the first part write my
entire pre lab is fucked up. Is that right? | think not.

God, i'm using linux.

what next?

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Angry
Music:



Tue, 16 Sep 2003
11:26 AM

So tired...
| am so tired.. i think i could sleep for a month. I've got so much left to do today.

Caryn got her Maple 9 disk today. (she bought maple for one of her classes)
Maple is a Math program for those not in the know.

| am going to try to play enemy territory for a little bit. | have the laundry and dishes running so i can take a
break.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Accomplished
Music:

Thu, 18 Sep 2003
6:42 AM

Waiting...
I'm waiting for my C++ lab to start...

I'm download the new ports on the server right now. | have so much to update with the recent vulnerabilites
and such... at least it isn't everyday like windows boxes.

Security: Public
Location: Home
Mood: Tired
Music:

6:03 PM

security advisory crap

There have been so many problems over the last few days.. i'm still waiting on the sendmail patch in ports.
According to cvsweb they patched it five hours ago but cvsup12.us.freebsd.org is not updated. I'm going to
try the main cvsup server.

| did rebuild the OS today to fix the open ssh crap.. and get a few patches/ bug fixes.

ncftp3 is crashing like a microsoft product though.. damn it.

6 updates TODAY for linux on my desktop.. that makes 8 this week not counting the initial packages.

Security: Public



Location: Home
Mood: Annoyed

Music:
6:08 PM
i feel like shit

I am sick.. this su